CAMPAIGN FOR

MERCURY FREE DENTISTRY

APROJECT OF CONSUMERS FOR DENTAL CHOICE

The Honorable Robert F. Kennedy Jr.,
Secretary
US Department of Health and Human Services

Re: End mercury-based dental fillings in federal programs with a ‘stroke of a pen’
Dear Mr. Secretary,

A crucial thread throughout your dual career as environmental advocate and as health advocate is
ending all person-made uses of mercury. Indeed, the NGO you ran as you transitioned from
Riverkeeper to child health advocate was the World Mercury Project, with its dual health +
environment focus. Consumers for Dental Choice is grateful for your years of condemning the
use of dental amalgam, a device that is 50% mercury, dually a health and environmental
disaster—and today totally unnecessary because all dentists (repeat, all dentists) are trained in
mercury-free dentistry.

During the first Trump term, FDA issued a safety communication with strong warnings against
amalgam use. FDA called for dentists to stop implanting dental amalgam (1) in children, (2) in
women who are pregnant, breastfeeding, or even planning a pregnancy; and in persons with (3)
neurological conditions or (4) kidney disease, or (5) metal hypersensitivity;
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-recommendations-certain-high-risk-groups-
regarding-mercury-containing-dental-amalgam . Those categories are so broad, probably encompassing
one-third of the population, that prudent dentists realized that amalgam use must stop. FDA
printed infographics to be placed in public view in dental officers, https://www.fda.gov/medical-
devices/dental-amalgam-fillings/dental-amalgam-fillings-recommendations-graphics . The impact on the
private sector was immediate:

» The major U.S. dental products manufacturers quit making amalgam, switching
wholly to non-toxic dental materials.

» Consumers, alerted that the term “silver” fillings is a marketing deception, chose
mercury-free. Indeed, who would ever want toxic mercury implanted mere centimeters
from their brain, for themselves or their children?

» Private-sector dentistry shifted rapidly toward mercury-free.

But who did not change?
Federal agencies, that’s who! Astoundingly, at the US Public Health Service, at the
Indian Health Service, in Medicaid, amalgam use continued—even on the vulnerable

subpopulations for whom FDA called on to stop use.

In federal programs, consumers are often powerless; the corporal or seaman cannot tell the
dentist lieutenant what do to, nor can the prisoner give orders to the dentist. Native Americans
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on Tribal Lands—as highlighted by your father and your Uncle Ted—are frequently kept
powerless by federal agencies.

To the enormous discredit of the dental profession, the bureaucratic chief dental officers
adamantly held onto this primitive, pre-Civil War toxic product. The US companies having
exited, they shifted to buying from the world’s last remaining major amalgam maker, Southern
Dental Industries of Australia. It makes no sense to subsidize foreign jobs to buy a toxic dental
product!

The harm from dental amalgam, 50% mercury, goes far beyond the patient. First, dental
mercury poisons children: it gets into the water, methylates in fish which children eat. EPA
warns that dental mercury in fish causes permanent neurological harm to some children who
consume them. Second is the harm to health and environment of heavy amalgam-using sites:
Tribal Lands, navy bases, army forts, federal prisons. Mercury does not go away (mercury used
by gold miners in interior California 170 years ago still flows into the San Francisco Bay).

Third, mercury being the most vaporous of the heavy metals, dental clinics are high-risk
workplaces, especially for women of childbearing age. Thirty-seven dental office
professionals—hygienists and dental assistants—signed onto a letter to the Public Health Service
calling for the cessation in the government’s use of dental amalgam; letter is below.

All over the world, amalgam use is ending. The 27-nation European Union bans amalgam. So
does the Philippines, Indonesia, Nepal, Tanzania, and Gabon! India’s Armed Forces and
Bangladesh Armed Forces ban amalgam use—but not the Pentagon. Tunisia and Vietnam ban
amalgam for children and pregnant and breastfeeding women—~but not the United States.

The solution is simple, as I point out in a recent guest column in Florida’s leading newspaper, the
Tampa Bay Times: https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/2025/03/27/heres-how-rfk-jr-can-ban-silver-fillings-
american-dentistry-column/ . Dental amalgam use can end in government programs with a stroke of
your pen: all HHS agencies must stop buying it!

Your Uncle Jack famously used that “stroke of a pen” to end segregation in federal housing
programs in 1962. Mr. Secretary, please use that pen to cut off the purchase of dental
amalgam at HHS!

Sincerely,

Charles G. Brown, Esqg.

Executive Director, Consumers for Dental Choice (toxicteeth.org)

727 15" St., N.W., Suite 701, Washington DC 20005

Telephone 202.544.6333 (ofc.) 202.246.7642 (cell); charlie@toxicteeth.org

PS: | am happy to meet with your staff about implementing your mercury-free vision for
America.

cc: Heather Melanson, Chief of Staff, melanson@hhs.gov
Stefanie Spear, Principal Deputy Chief of Staff, stefanie.spear@hhs.gov
Dr. Dorothy A. Fink, Acting Assistant Secretary for Health, Dorothy.fink@hhs.gov
Dr. Marcus Plescia, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health marcus.plescia@hhs.gov

23 April 2025
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